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drove to a number of villages in the fertile valley
between the Lebanon and the Anti-Lebanon, and I
soon satisfied myself that the Division could support
itself. G were delighted,, and passed on the order
at once, but Q, were not at all pleased with me, I
fear, though they realised that it was not my fault
that they were overruled.
With the establishment of normal communica-
tions and the gradual development of the Sherifian
administration it became possible to deal with local
resources in a less hand-to-mouth fashion. A
Local Resources Board was formed, with the object
of co-ordinating supplies and prices throughout
occupied Syria. I was nominated President of this
Board, and on the 23rd October General Davies,
the Director of Supplies and Transport, held a
meeting at Damascus to discuss its exact scope and
duties. The Financial Adviser to G.H.Q,. attended
the meeting, and laid down once more that currency
and exchange must be as laid down in General
Routine Orders. I saw no objection to this, so long
as General Routine Orders paid due account to the
fact that our paper currency was not yet estab-
lished, and it was eventually decided that we should
pay 10 per cent, more than the rates previously
ordained. This was after we had been at Damascus
for more than three weeks, and confidence was
slowly being established. With all respect to the
Financial Adviser I still maintain that if we had
done what was done in Baghdad we should have
saved a very large sum of money. I soon found,
though, that my amateur ideas on the subject of
currency were regarded as painfully unorthodox.
For example, we were strictly forbidden to buy
English bank-notes at a discount, on the ground